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Mission Statement
A Thousand Moms will help our communities
in New York State organize, educate, and
mobilize in order that we may meet the
emotional, physical, and social needs of youth 
in our child welfare systems who may be
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, or
Questioning of their sexual identity so they 
may reach their full potential.

A Thousand Moms/National Association 
of Former Foster Children
2367 Curry Road
Schenectady NY 12303
518 355-0967
www.athousandmoms.org
athousandmoms@yahoo.com

Pledge Your Support to 
“A Thousand Moms” Today 
and Help LGBT/Q Youth Build
Positive, Productive Lives

Donor Name(s)  

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mail

Suggested Donations: 
Founder: $5,000 or more 
Builder: $1,000–$5,000 
Supporter: $500–$1,000 
Associate: $100–$500 
Friend: $25–$100 

Enclosed is my contribution of $
I wish to remain anonymous.
Please contact me regarding a gift of stock.
My employer will match this gift; please 
contact me.
This gift is in memory/honor (circle one) of

Please charge my credit card for $

Type of Card:

Account number Exp.

Signature

Please make checks payable to: 
NAFFC (The National Association 
of Former Foster Children)

Mail all donations to:
A Thousand Moms/National Association 
of Former Foster Children
c/o Fred Elia
2367 Curry Road
Schenectady, NY 12303
518 322-0607

The National Association of Former Foster Children
(NAFFC) is a tax-exempt public charity established 
in 1986 to support the causes its donors care about
most. NAFFC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
All contributions are fully tax deductible.

Building Community Support
for New York’s LGBT/Q Youth

in Foster Care



To support our activities, our organization
raises funds and hopes to establish contracts
with state, local, and private agencies so that 
we may sustain a viable operational entity. By
concentrating initially in specific regions in
New York State (Albany, New York City, Long
Island, Rochester, Utica, Binghamton, and
Kingston/Poughkeepsie), A Thousand Moms
will be able to measure its impacts on the
communities it serves. 

A significant number of youth in foster 
care are members of minority communities.
Thus, A Thousand Moms will make impacts
across multiple communities in New York State,
making an unprecedented contribution to
engaging racial, religious, ethnic, and cultural
communities in lending their knowledge and
insights of parenting. 

With the participation of our advocates,
educators, businesses, and civic and religious
organizations, and “Moms” we believe we
believe it’s time to: 

• celebrate and support the lives of New York
State’s youth in foster care who may be
LGBT/Q

• bring together the child welfare community
with all of the citizens it serves. 

• seek solutions and reach out to youth and
families before crises arise. 

private citizens from all walks of life in New
York’s communities to lend support to foster/
adoptive and birth families of LGBT/Q youth.

New York State requires that children be
placed in the “least restrictive setting,” because
it has been shown to be more desirable to have 
a child in a family foster home than a group
facility. Foster/adoptive families, besides
providing the best outcomes, also cost a
fraction of the average $100,000 it takes to
support just one teen in group care. To 
improve the lives of these youth and their
families, A Thousand Moms works to:

• recruit foster/adoptive parents in local
communities

• train foster/adoptive/birth parents at county
and private agencies, the custodians of youth
in foster care

• raise awareness of the needs of LGBT/Q
youth in the community through meetings
with local civic, business, and religious
organizations and leaders

• ensure that LGBT/Q youth in foster/adoptive
care receive the emotional, physical, material,
and social support they need.

LGBT/Q youth represent an overly high
percentage of the total number of youth in
foster and adoptive care, according to New
York State figures. Drug abuse, homelessness,
and incarceration are also at disproportionately
high levels. In one telling statistic, data
suggests that gay and lesbian youths account
for approximately 30% of all completed
adolescent suicides, in a report by Lambda
Legal Defense, an advocacy group for lesbian
and gay legal issues.

A Thousand Moms supports the emotional,
physical, and social needs of LGBT/Q youth in
our child welfare system. Dedicated to the
nurturing/parenting/support skills of mothers,
A Thousand Moms seeks the involvement of
dads, sons, sisters, extended families, and
friends—all interested citizens. Our non-profit
organization believes that we can engage

From LGBT/Q Youth in
Foster/Adoptive Care 
“I was placed in a system and diagnosed 
as different-sick-simply because I was
confused about my sexuality.” (Source:
Child Welfare League of America)

“My boyfriend’s father would give him up
for adoption if he knew he was gay.”
(Source: New York Times)

“What a simple thing it would have been 
to understand what I do now; I am not
alone and I am okay.” (Source: Child
Welfare League of America)

“I got jumped by a bunch of guys in my
school, and when I told my group home
director, he said, ‘Well, if you weren’t a
faggot they wouldn’t beat you up.’”
(Source: Child Welfare League of America)


